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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

BOOKS. 

An Introduction to Folk-Lore. By Marion Roalfe Cox. London : 
David Nutt. 1895. Pp. ix, 320. 

The title of this volume is somewhat calculated to mislead. In connec- 
tion with an Introduction to any study usually occurs the idea of a review 
of the material, in orderly form, provided with such full bibliography as 
may serve to assist an inquirer. Such is not the nature of the present 
treatise, entirely popular in character, which is rather an attempt to present 
in a readable manner doctrines commonly entertained concerning the rela- 
tion of anthropological principles to the mass of traditional material which is 
conveniently dominated folk-lore. Such intent is shown by the titles of the 
chapters, as follows : " Introductory," " The Separable Soul," " Animal 
Ancestors," "Animism-Ghosts and Gods," "The Other World," "Magic," 
" Myths, Folk-Tales," etc. A " Selected List of Books " is added, but so 
brief and unsatisfactory that it would better have been omitted, containing 
only fourteen authors, beside the publications of the Folk-Lore Society and 
of the American Folk-Lore Society. It is a serious fault in a book calling 
itself an Introduction, that the bibliographical quality is absolutely lacking. 
Citations are made without reference, and this in some cases where utterly 
erroneous views are presented, as for example in the assertion that the 
" English word devil is a corruption of deva, the Sanscrit name for God " 
(P- I 3S)- The moral here is exactly the contrary of that emphasized by 
the author, for the English term, regularly descended from the Greek, 
which is itself an imitation of the Hebrew word which has given us the 
name Satan, shows the complication of mythology, illustrating the manner 
in which literary influence has affected the world-old popular faith in mali- 
cious demons. 

W. W.N. 

NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

Hoping in the future to present more extended notices of the literature 
connected with popular tradition, we are here obliged to content ourselves 
with brief remarks on certain of the publications indexed below. 

In a brief treatise on the manner in which man creates for himself the 
world by which, in his imagination, he is surrounded, A. Bastian collects, 
according to his custom, a vast body of notices and citations, brought 
together, by means of numerous parentheses, into complicated paragraphs 
which make little allowance for the limitations of the average reader. That 
the infinity of variation in mythologic and philosophical conceptions is but 
the effect, so to speak, of national costume, and that the underlying ideas 
which create this mass of representations are simple and nearly identical, is 
the thesis ; this is expounded with reference to nature, intelligence, and 
society, to elements, spirits, superstitious beliefs, and religious systems, 



